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Celebrity tour guide Henrik Tidefjärd has watched Berlin evolve from  
a hedonistic counterculture city into a cool, luxurious world capital.  

Thankfully, it still has its beloved rough edges.
As told to  LOLLIE BARR

Local’s Guide

B e r l i n
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STAY
Gorki Apartments 
Weinbergsweg 25; 
www.gorki 
apartments.com. 
Hotel Adlon 
Kempinski Unter 
den Linden 77; 
www.kempinski.
com. Hotel de 
Rome Behrenstrasse 
37; www.rocco 
fortehotels.com. 
Hotel Zoo 
Kurfürstendamm  
25; www.hotelzoo.
de. Orania.Berlin 
Oranienstrasse 40; 
www.orania.berlin. 
Sir Savigny 
Kantstrasse 144; 
www.sirhotels.com. 
Soho House 
Torstrasse 1; www.
sohohouseberlin.
com. The Circus 
Hotel Rosenthaler 
Strasse 1; www.
circus-berlin.de.  

DRINK
Badeschiff 
Eichenstrasse 4; 
www.arena.berlin.  
Buck and Breck 
Brunnenstrasse 177; 

OPENER: eins44; 
Bode Museum in 
Mitte. 1. Badeschiff 
beach club on  
the Spree river.  
2. Prinzipal is a 
quirky burlesque 
bar. 3. Layla’s grilled 
octopus dish. 4. 
Boros Collection 
is home to historic 
art. 5. Stairs Bar has 
amazing cocktails. 
6. Hotel Zoo’s 
Grace Restaurant 
is a must-visit. 7. 
Boros Collection 
exhibit, Pattern of 
Activation (2014) 
by Katja Novitskova. 

BERLIN LOVES A PARTY. While famous for its 
nightlife, it’s also an affordable, multicultural 
and creative city. When I moved to Berlin 
in 2001, there were few expats apart from 

a large population of Turkish immigrants, and relatively little 
tourism. Berlin wasn’t yet on the world’s travel radar. The 2006 
FIFA World Cup reshaped Berlin. The secret was out: Berlin was 
cool and exciting. The city embraced its international status  
and has become more sophisticated by the year, while still 
retaining its wild, free-spirited feeling. 

As there is no defined city centre, the ‘real’ Berlin is to be 
discovered in its neighbourhoods. Mitte was ground zero when 
the Wall went. Punks, students, squatters, artists and musicians 
made it their home. Now jet-setters, celebrities and high-end 
fashion stores have moved in. Last year, Chanel opened a store 
at the Hackesche Höfe — a complex comprising eight historic 
Art Nouveau courtyards full of unique shops, cafes, theatres, and 
galleries, that’s a must for any first-time visitor to the city. 

In summer, you’ll usually find me working from my laptop 
by the rooftop pool of hotel and private member’s club Soho 
House. Opened in Mitte in 2010, it epitomises the luxurious 
international side of Berlin and boasts one of the best views of 
the city. If you’re not a guest, you can always visit The Store X 
in the same building. It’s a spacious high fashion and lifestyle 
concept store, with a cafe serving healthy food. Fashionistas, 
hipsters, creatives and even international celebrities hang out 
on the comfy velvet sofas, or work on their laptops as DJs spin 
the latest club music. Also in the building is the club’s ultra-chic 
signature Italian restaurant Cecconi’s.

MEET  
YOUR GUIDE

Swedish-born 
Henrik Tidefjärd’s 
love of learning  

new languages saw 
him spend time  

in London and 
Barcelona before 

settling in Berlin in 
2001. As owner of 
the A-list lifestyle 

tour agency 
Berlinagenten he 

opens Berlin’s 
hidden doors, 
exploring the  

coolest parties, 
neighbourhoods, art, 
graffiti, architecture, 
shopping and LGBT 
scene, and provides 
unparalleled access 

to the city’s best 
clubs and bars on 

his Berlin by Night 
tour. Recent clients 
include Katy Perry, 

Kelly Rowland, 
Adele and Lourdes 

Leon (Madonna’s 
daughter).

Berlin has always attracted artists. Murals take up entire sides 
of buildings; street art proliferates, graffiti tattoos the city and 
there are more than 500 galleries. The neighbourhood around 
Augustrasse in Mitte has many galleries, including the KW 
Institute for Contemporary Art. I recommend my guests take 
a private tour of the Boros Collection, situated in an imposing 
World War II bomb shelter. The building is as impressive as the 
art by 159 contemporary international artists that it houses. You 
can view it by appointment only, Thursday through Sunday. 

Mitte is also home to many five-star hotels, such as the 
historic Hotel De Rome and Hotel Adlon Kempinski. The Circus 
Hotel is a quirky, design-driven establishment ideally located 
within the Hackesche Höfe or, for a truly luxurious experience, 
book a pied-à-terre at the boutique Gorki Apartments. The former 
West Berlin is quieter and not so hip, but it has an authentic, 
established glamour with fine-dining restaurants and local 
bistros, bars, theatres, palaces, parks and outdoor squares. The 
Sir Savigny in Charlottenburg, Berlin’s literary quarter, is a great 
base for exploring. You’ll be near the most famous shopping 
street in Berlin, the Kurfürstendamm or Ku’Damm as it’s  
known to locals, a 3.5 kilometre, tree-lined boulevard replete 
with high-end luxury stores and eclectic boutiques. Nearby is 
KaDeWe — Europe’s biggest department store.

In the cultural ’hood of Wedding is aptm, a glamorous 
230-square-metre former factory floor furnished as a living 
gallery by founder Chris Glass, who hand-picks furniture, 
accessories and objects that are all for sale. Close by is Darklands, 
the avant-garde clothing store popular among the city’s DJs — 
think the blackest of black designer clothing.  
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DO
Boros Collection 
Reinhardtstrasse  
20; www.sammlung-
boros.de. KW 
Institute for 
Contemporary Art 
Auguststrasse 69; 
www.kw-berlin. 
de. Liquidrom 
Möckernstrasse 10; 
www.liquidrom-
berlin.de. Mauerpark 
Bernauer Strasse 
63–64; www.
flohmarktimmauer 
park.de. Vabali Spa 
Seydlitzstrasse 6; 
www.vabali.de. 

www.buckand 
breck.com. Fahimi 
Bar Skalitzer Str 133; 
www.fahimibar.de. 
Haubentaucher 
Revaler Strasse  
99; www.
haubentaucher.
berlin. Prinzipal 
Oranienstrasse 178; 
www.prinzipal-
kreuzberg.com. 
Stairs Bar 
Uhlandstrasse 133; 
www.stairsbar-
berlin.com. Torbar 
Torstrasse 183;  
www.torbarberlin. 
eatbu.com. 
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For a glimpse of Berlin before gentrification took hold,  
head over to Kreuzberg and Neukölln, where you’ll discover  
cafes, restaurants, edgy bars, nightlife and small boutique 
offerings. Here you’ll also find many Turkish and Middle Eastern 
eateries as both areas have vibrant immigrant communities. 
In 2017 Orania.Berlin was the first five-star boutique hotel to 
open  in the area. The hotel bar is quite lively and every night 
there are classical and jazz concerts by Berlin artists (ask about 
the secret salon upstairs) and DJs. In the restaurant, don’t miss 
their signature four-course XBerg Duck menu, one of the finest 
gastronomic experiences in the city. 

Berlin’s culinary credentials are growing by the year, with 
many well-priced eateries ranging from food markets such as 
Markthalle Neun all the way to the renowned Grace Restaurant 
at Hotel Zoo or Michelin-starred Golvet. The international 
expat food influence can also be tasted throughout the city. A 
great example is the always-excellent W-Der Imbiss, where the 
Canadian-born head chef, Gordon W, brings Indian, Californian, 
Indonesian and Mexican fusion to Berlin. Layla, a recent 
addition to Berlin’s exciting food scene, is an Israeli/Moroccan 
fusion restaurant taking Kreuzberg by storm. German food has 
also had a renaissance. My picks are eins44, Spindler, Volt, and 
Katz Orange, as well as Berlin’s excellent vegan restaurants, the 
Michelin-starred Lucky Leek and Kopps.

Bar hopping is a way of life in Berlin. In Mitte, drop by Torbar, 
opened by Dieter Meier of electropop duo Yello, and be sure to 
visit Buck and Breck, which consistently makes the lists of the 
world’s top bars. The sign will say ‘closed’, but it’s open, so press 
the doorbell — the rest is up to you. You’ll definitely think you’re 
lost as you climb a graffiti-covered staircase to Fahimi Bar, which 
overlooks the intersection at Kottbusser Tor in Kreuzberg. Nearby 
is super-quirky burlesque bar Prinzipal. For a more relaxed 
evening, try Stairs Bar in West Berlin, a living room-style bar 
with excellent cocktails and a friendly bulldog named Murphy.

While many nightclubs stay open all day Sunday, shops, 
galleries and museums are closed, so brunch is a big part of 
the city’s culture. Bar Gagarin hosts a Russian-inspired buffet 

breakfast that’s perfect for recovering 
from the night before. Afterwards, head 
to Mauerpark, a sprawling flea market on 
the former no man’s land when the Wall 
existed. You’ll hear musicians playing and 
join the thousands of locals and tourists 
drinking beers in the park. Don’t miss the 
outdoor Bearpit Karaoke at 3pm. 

Berlin’s equivalent to hitting the 
beach is to hire bikes and head out to 
the lakes and surrounding forests. Or, 
depending on the time of year, party at 
one of the beach clubs along the Spree 
river, which have pools, sand, sunbeds, 
booze and electronic music. My favourites 
are Haubentaucher and Badeschiff.

Winter is the perfect time to explore 
Berlin’s spa culture. Vabali Spa is a 
Balinese-style spa with over 40 saunas, 
spas and pools, while at Liquidrom, you 
can float in a saltwater pool listening to 
music from the underwater speakers. Just 
be warned: you might get more than you 
bargained for — swimming costumes are 
prohibited. But that’s Berlin.  

SHOP
aptm Lindower  
Strasse 18; www.
aptm.berlin. 
Darklands Lindower 
Strasse 22; www.
darklandsberlin.com. 
Hackesche Höfe 
Rosenthaler Strasse 
40–41; www.
hackesche-hoefe.de. 
KaDeWe 
Tauentzienstrasse 
21–24; www.kadewe.
de. The Store X 
Torstrasse 1; www.
thestores.com. 

EAT
Bar Gagarin 
Knaackstrasse 22;  
+49 30 442 8807. 
Cecconi’s Torstrasse 
1; www.cecconis 
berlin.com. eins44 
Elbestrasse 28/29; 
www.eins44.com. 
Golvet Potsdamer 
Strasse 58; www.
golvet.de. Grace 
Restaurant 
Kurfürstendamm 25; 
www.grace-berlin.
com. Katz Orange 
Bergstrasse 22; www.
katzorange.com. 
Kopps Linienstrasse 
94; www.kopps-
berlin.de. Layla 
Möckernstrasse/
Hallesche Strasse; 
www.layla-restaurant.
com. Lucky Leek 
Kollwitzstrasse 54; 
www.lucky-leek.
com. Markthalle 
Neun 
Eisenbahnstrasse  
42; www.markthalle 
neun.de. Spindler 
Paul-Lincke-Ufer 
42/43; www.
spindler-berlin.de. 
Volt Paul-Lincke-
Ufer 21; www.
restaurant-volt.de. 
W-Der Imbiss 
Kastanienallee 49; 
www.w-derimbiss.de. 

GETTING THERE VIRGIN AUSTRALIA OFFERS 
FLIGHTS TO GERMANY WITH ITS CODESHARE 
PARTNERS ETIHAD AIRWAYS AND SINGAPORE 
AIRLINES/SILKAIR. TO BOOK, VISIT WWW.
VIRGINAUSTRALIA.COM OR CALL 13 67 89  
(IN AUSTRALIA).

8. Berlin street art. 
9. eins44 chocolate, 
tomato and coffee 
desert. 10. Liquidrom  
is pure relaxation.
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